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Since its foundation in 1222, when a group of students in search 
of greater autonomy and independence left Bologna for Padua, 
freedom, in all its modern forms, has been the heart of the 
University of Padua’s cultural identity. In the thirteenth century, 
Padua began welcoming students speaking different languages and 
coming from different cultures from throughout Europe, referred 
to as nationes. Thus, eight centuries ago a European identity 
had already begun to form under the University’s banner of 
multiculturalism and protection of freedom, making Padua perfect 
candidate for cultural and scientific exchange.
Under the Republic of Venice (La Serenissima), the University 
of Padua maintained a profile of profound freedom. Religious 
freedom guaranteed protection from the repressive policies of 
the Counter-Reformation, allowing the city to host students and 
educators from all over Europe suspected of heresy and thought 
to be non-believers. Padua was a place where one could study and 
teach independently, even with respect to one’s faith. Galileo Galilei 
(1564 - 1642), recalled his intense nostalgia for Padua; shortly 
before his death in Arcetri, he remembered his unique sense of 
freedom while in Padua as “the best eighteen years of my life.” 
Padua occupies a special place in history for women in science 
and academics. In 1678, while the rest of Italy and other European 
universities enrolled only men, a young Venetian woman, Elena 
Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia (Venice, June 5, 1646 - Padua, July 
26, 1684) was awarded a Doctorate in Philosophy. By welcoming 
her into the academic community of Padua, she became the first 
woman in modern history to earn the academic title of PhD. 
Today, the University continues to celebrate Elena Cornaro as an 
extraordinary example of intellectual power and a symbol of social 
recognition of female achievements in disciplines traditionally 
dominated by men. For the University of Padua, she is a symbol 
of freedom, inclusion, and women’s access to education and the 
promotion of an equal and inclusive science. 
Students sought freedom from foreign oppression during 
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with ideas, projects, words, 
and actions. Starting with a 
story about freedom
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their revolt on February 8, 1848; as part of the Italian unification 
(il Risorgimento) students also participated in the First Italian War of 
Independence and The Expedition of the Thousand in 1860. 
The University of Padua paid a price for freedom in the fight 
against Nazism and Fascism. In 1943, during the inaugural speech of 
the University’s academic year, Rector Concetto Marchesi invited 
students to rise against “the oppressors of Italy”. Recognised for its 
heroism and clarity of purpose, the University of Padua became the 
only Italian university awarded with the Gold Medal for Military 
Valour. The reason for this, is pefectly mirrored in its yearning for 
freedom, “in the last conflict the University knew, first among all, how 
to become a centre of conspiracy and war. Padua used its University 
as a temple of civil responsibility and a garrison of heroic resistance.”
The University’s motto, Universa Universis Patavina Libertas, represents 
not only an abstract invocation of freedom, continually held in 
practise for eight centuries, but also concrete and multifaceted 
freedoms: freedom of ideas and movement; freedom of thought, 
expression, and debate; religious and political freedom; academic 
freedom of study. Freedom also includes the protection of negative 
consequences from oppression, from outside interference, from all 
forms of discrimination (be it gender, class, geographical origin), 
exclusionary borders and, as a consequence, the claim to the right of 
resistence to any constraints. Above all, freedom to live freely, using 
research and the exploration of knowledge in a positive manner 
protected by the values of diversity in all its forms, and the collective 
richness of inclusive differences.
Such freedom is absolute, universal, and for all, meaning that there 
can be no true freedom if the local territory of universal rights is 
not shared. If freedom is for only for few, it is not freedom. Science 
is a universal language without borders. Therefore, freedom must 
be combined with universality, justice, equal rights, and equal 
opportunity. Freedom must include respect for the environment and 
the rights of future generations, according to the founding principles 
of our Constitutional Law.
The eight hundred years of Padua’s freedom are therefore a precious 
opportunity to outline its unique history towards the future in a 
world that, more than ever, needs to reaffirm shared secular values of 
freedom, acceptance of diversity and civilization.

The anniversary celebration is an opportunity to build upon 
recognition, increase visibility, and communicate the founding values 
of the University. Values that are based on research, global openness, 
the scientific method, and its daily application. This is an opportunity 
to leave a legacy of the past and a guide for the future using tangible 
and enduring marks after the end of the celebrations.
Approved by the Board of Directors on May 30, 2017, and on July 
25, 2017, the three main guidelines focus on museums, historical 
studies, as well as the University’s editorial and communication 
actions.
Objectives aim to:
• enhancing scientific, cultural, and artistic heritage
• studying and disseminating the University’s history
• strengthening the University’s role in its creation and sharing of 

knowledge
• increasing the participation and involvement of local 

communities with regards to the University’s educational and 
research activities 

• cultivating the University’s image on a national and international 
level

The Rector chaired the working group that developed the 
guidelines, partly operated under the Bo 2022 Commission, 
previously established under the former Rectorate, and it has 
involved every University department. 
 
Defining which events and initiatives to support, took into account 
what emerged through benchmarking the best practices carried 
out by the Communication and Marketing Area on the centennial 
celebrations of other Italian and foreign universities.

Plans regarding how to approach the eight hundred year celebrations 
began in 2017. The official scheduled start of the celebrations is 
October 1, 2021, and will close in February/March 2023 during the 
inauguration ceremony of the University’s 801st academic year.

Objectives and lines of action
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A permanent legacy
The permanent legacy of the celebrations takes 
the form of a renewed path in the museums of 
the City by enriching its international appeal 
with innovative exhibition display techniques. 
University museums will transform, starting 
from the new Museum of Nature and Man 
located in Palazzo Cavalli to the University 
Botanical Garden. The modernization of 
Palazzo Bo and the reorganization of university 
collections pass through numerous sites 
of scientific interest. University scientific 
museums and the Civic Museums of Padua 
could unite with mutual benefits. Now 
included among the UNESCO World Heritage 
List, the Painted City of Padua (Padova Urbs 
Picta) could offer dedicated tourist packages 
that combine the beauty of fourteenth-century 
frescos and the mysteries of rediscovered 
scientific discoveries.

 

Enhancing 
the University’s 
cultural 
and scientific 
heritage

The Museum of Nature and Man
Culturally enhancing the local community, the new Museum 
of Nature and Man is the main enduring legacy bestowed 
upon the city of Padua following the anniversary celebrations. 
Framed as the largest university museum of its kind in Europe, 
the museum will be an authentic research and dynamic 
laboratory placed at a prominent national and international 
level of visibility.
Located in the splendid Palazzo Cavalli, the museum merges 
collections from the University museums of Mineralogy, 
Geology, Palaeontology, Zoology, and Anthropology, while 
reconstituting, at least partially, the original Vallisneri Museum, 
the beginning of many of the Univeristy’s collections.
The scientific concept of the museum (also presented to the 
Minister of Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism in 
October 2017) aims at a national and international audience 
and envisages the unification of precious finds from different 
collections. The clear and exciting narration of our planet’s 
history carved in stone with literal fossils allows visitors to 
view examples of animal adaptation. The museum preserves 
a thousand years of human artefacts up to this present phase 
where only the Homo sapiens species is capable of altering 
every ecosystem. The museum leads visitors on a unique and 
exciting experience with an interdisciplinary, interactive, and 
multimedia scientific interface, showing how Earth is a great 
system of physical, chemical, and biological elements, which 
man is naturally part of. 
Comparable to that of other major Italian science museums 
and spread over three floors, the Museum of Nature and Man 
includes a large exhibition area of almost 4,000 square meters 
for permanent and temporary exhibitions. Entrusted to the 
architectural studio Guicciardini and Magni, the museum 
includes the development of innovative solutions for digital 
exhibits as a compliment to the implementation of a dedicated 
Museum of Nature and Man app.
Dedicated to temporary exhibitions, the second floor covers 
up to 400 square metres of space, corrisponding to the average 
dymensions of scientific exhibitions. The area will allow the 
University museum system to enhance its heritage by housing 
an autonomous space for temporary exhibitions to be changed 
once or twice per year according to costs. The opportunity to 
curate and host important international scientific exhibitions 

scheduled 
opening  
autumn  
2022
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Geography Museum
Inaugurated on December 3, 2019, the Geography 
Museum located in Palazzo Wollemborg in Via 
del Santo, became home to the Department of 
Historical, Geographical and Antiquity Sciences. 
The Geography Museum is the first of its kind in 
Italy, highlighting a 150-year-old academic and 
educational collection for the public. The collection 
includes ancient globes, atlases, historical maps, 
models, measuring instruments, and materials 
collected by Giuseppe Dalla Vedova in 1872, one 
of Italy’s first professors of Geography. Three 
areas are dedicated to the geographers’ work: 
Explore, Measure, and Tell. They correlate to a 
new understanding of this discipline capable of 
questioning and giving meaning to the world’s vast 
complexity.
The Geography Museum received nationwide press 
coverage during the first months of its opening, 
and tour tickets sold out up until the start of the 
pandemic.
The Fundraising Office launched the first online 
fundraising “Save the Globes” campaign, which 
allowed the restoration of two ancient globes, this 
campaign included private contributions from 
Banca Patavina, Corvallis, and Lions Gattamelata.
The museum has also recently received a large 
donation of 39 atlases and proto-atlases published 
between the 15th and 20th centuries and 18 
geographical maps dating back to the 17th-18th 
and 19th centuries from the collector Armando 
Morbiato. Each piece offers the public an authentic 
experience of the cornerstones of western 
cartographic production and world culture.
Published in 2020 by Cierre, Explore* is the first 
book in the Geography Museum series by Mauro 
Varotto, Giovanni Donadelli, Chiara Gallanti, 
Elena Canadelli, explaining the origins of the first 
geography museum in Italy.
*(Esplora misura racconta. Alle origini del primo museo di 
geografia in Italia)

allows the Museum of Nature and Man to enter the 
international networks of the more successful exhibitions.
The auditorium, located on the ground floor and the garden 
area are set to host a rich program of events. Conferences, 
video screenings, and meetings aimed at holding the media’s 
attention to the museum and encouraging an influx of visitors. 
Centrally located between the railway station, city centre, and 
Scrovegni Chapel, the main touristic attraction of the City 
now enlisted as UNESCO world heritage, and the Eremitani 
Museum, the new museum is expected to exceed 100,000 
visitors per year based on the business plan approved by the 
Board of Directors in October 2017. The museum is at the 
centre of a specific fundraising campaign, started in 2021, 
which already gained the support of the Cariparo Foundation.

The Botanical Garden Museum
The Botanical Garden Museum is set to be the University’s 
second most important project with the enhancement of an 
interactive multimedia display set to highlight Italy’s richest 
collection of botanical plant specimens and hold the attention 
of an international audience. The historical collection of plants, 
herbs, and algae are set for the exhibition along with a historic 
Apothecary collection donated to the University in 1994, but 
unavailable to the public until now. Added as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1997, the restoration of the nineteenth-century 
greenhouses is set to enrich the ancient university garden.
Presented for funding approval to the Ministry of Education, 
University and Research in 2017, the construction of the 
Botanical Garden Museum project includes the conservation, 
rehabilitation, and plant upgrading. Energy efficiency and seismic 
improvement of the Prefect’s Building which will be housing the 
Museum is scheduled to open in the autumn of 2022.
Also located in the Prefect’s Building, the new ancient collection 
and the collection from the Pinali library will be moved to the 
new Botanical Garden Library Centre in the spring of 2022.

scheduled  
opening  
autumn  
2022
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and June 16, 2019, the exhibition “A house, a family, many stories” 
descibed the history of Palazzo Cavalli using multimedia tools for 
the corresponding virtual exhibition.

Palazzo Bo heritage restoration
While museum projects include restoring and cleaning of the 
exhibits, the years leading up to the 800-anniversary celebrations 
involve major restoration campaigns of the University’s 
extraordinary historical and artistic heritage.
Main initiatives embrace places and works of great symbolic 
importance that hold a strong sense of the University’s identity.

Ancient Archives
The first project aimed in 2018 to safeguard the internal furnishings 
of the Ancient Archives, including the library built between 1698 
and 1704 by the Flemish artist Michele Bertens for the Abbey of 
Santa Giustina in Padua. 
Transported to the Sala dei Giganti in 1816, Bertens library became 
the Main University Library until the early twentieth century. Later 
reassembled and brought to Palazzo Bo by request of Rector Carlo 
Anti.
Funded by the Padua Rotary Club, the restoration project of the 
precious naturalistic carved furnishings aims at stopping forms of 
degradation by eliminating particle debris and blocking biological 
elements between the scores of each delicate carving.

Aula Magna Galileo Galilei and Gio Ponti furnishings
An intense restoration and preservation project includes the 
exceptional furnishings and architectural elements designed between 
1936 and 1942 by Milanese architect Gio Ponti, commissioned by 
Rector Carlo Anti for Palazzo Bo.
The unique partnership between client and artist lead to the 
renovation and decoration of the Aula Magna and surrounding 
rooms. From the Professors’ Common Rooms to the Rector’s 
Gallery, the project is an unicum where all different elements bear the 
unmistakable signature of the great Milanese architect.
Between summer 2021 until the first months of 2022, furnishing 
restorations encompass tables, chairs, wardrobes, doors, wooden sliding 
doors, floors of the Aula Magna and the Stairs of Knowledge while 
taking into account the techniques of the epoch based on design and 
photographic documentation.

The Giovanni Poleni history of Physics Museum
The only museum of its kind in the Veneto Region, the Giovanni 
Poleni history of Physics Museum houses several thousand 
instruments illustrating developments in science and technology 
from Renaissance to present days. Considered among the most 
important international assemblages of unique and rare pieces. 
The new arrangement, allows the public to experience the 
visit to a Physics Cabinet, heart of research and teaching at the 
University of Padua since the 18th century. Accompanied by 
various multimedia tools illustrating the wealth information 
that each historical instrument offers, the visit to the museum, 
already largely popular, is an exciting experience and a place for 
discussion between university students and the public about past 
and present of Physics and science in general. 

Cataloguing museum heritage
The 2022 museum projects include in-depth museum heritage 
cataloguing essential for sharing the amount of knowledge 
accumulated and protected for the sake of heritage itself. The goal 
is to implement a creative widespread virtual museum that allows 
interaction with digitized collections organized in freely accessible 
virtual exhibitions.
On December 19, 2017, the Board of Director resolution 
entrusted the University Center for Museums (CAM) to 
implement projects that adopt the cataloguing of collections 
using information system tools. Created by the Central Institute 
for Cataloging and Documentation (ICCD), the General 
Information System of the Catalog tool (SIGECweb) allows 
museums to catalogue collections. Funds granted to the CAM 
include six biennial type ‘A’ research grants for the cataloguing of 
the museums of Geology and Paleontology, History of Physics, 
Anthropology, Archeology and Art, history of medicine and 
“widespread heritage”. 
In June 2018, six people began their cataloguing activities. They 
concluded the work in the summer of 2021, after the decision 
of the Board of Directors to renew the grant for cataloguing 
activities in April 2020. Therefore, the objectives of the original 
project were largely exceeded. While cataloguing over 30,000 
assets, intense scientific research and heritage rediscovery began, 
which produced numerous publications with new enhancements 
needed for modern dissemination for in-person events and online 
website promotions and social networks. Held between May 17 

Opened  
September 1,  
2021 
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The Hall of the Forty (Sala dei Quaranta) 
Another symbolic initiative is the restoration of the canvases 
and banner flags found in the Hall of the Forty, which leads 
to the historic Aula Magna of Palazzo Bo housing the famous 
podium of Galileo.
The room takes its name from the forty portraits of 
distinguished international scholars who attended the 
University of Padua over the centuries, as a reminder of the 
University’s role as a driving force of freedom and exchange 
of ideas and dissemination of culture. Painted in 1942 by Gian 
Giacomo Dal Forno, the portraits were part of the renovation 
commissioned by Carlo Anti.
The restoration campaign also includes seven silk banners 
painted and embroidered in gold representing each faculty. The 
committee of “signore e signorine” from the neighbouring cities 
of Trieste, Trento, Fiume, Vicenza, Udine, and Verona donated 
six banners in commemoration of the University’s seven 
hundredth anniversary in 1922.
A tailored fundraising campaign attracted the interest and 
donations of individuals, professionals, companies, associations, 
embassies and banking institutions, as to cover the cost of each 
canvas restoration and many of the banners.

The Kounellis 
Installation
In 1995, in commemoration 
of the 50th anniversary of 
the liberation of Nazi-
Fascism, Jannis Kounellis 
created the installation 
‘Resistance and Liberation’ 
located in the New 
Courtyard of Palazzo Bo. 
Dedicated to the memory 
of Concetto Marchesi, 
Egidio Meneghetti and 
Ezio Franceschini, who 
acted heroically from the 
university for the liberation 
from fascism, the installation 
undertook an intense 
cleaning intervention in 
2021.  
The intervention was 
made possible thanks to 
the support of the Alberto 
Peruzzo Foundation.

Opened 
September 29,  
2021 
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A new relationship between academic 
and local communities supporting urban 
regeneration and transformation

As the University exceeds over 800 years of history, it faces 
the possibilityto build new structures aimed at a rational 
dissemination of knowledge. Therefore, even fragmented and 
unsuitable structures will be valued, also at architectural level, 
and the presence of the University of Padua will be more and 
more similar to campus opened to the active participation of 
citizens.

The Beato Pellegrino Complex
Inaugurated in 2019, the new Beato Pellegrino Complex 
once housed a geriatric hospital and now sits as a modern 
facility encompassing over 23,000 square metres of educational 
excellence. Architect Paolo Portoghesi oversaw renovations of 
the complex’s vast 4,500 square metered library holding 300 
seats, 2,300 square meters of classrooms holding 1,500 sits, and 
offices for about 400 workstations. 
Aimed as a project dedicated to sustainability, the complex 
offers open spaces for the social interaction between students 
and scholars of the Humanistic Centre. The work for the 
complex began under the rectors Vincenzo Milanesi and 
Giuseppe Zaccaria.
The first gas-free building of the University of Padua, the 
complex was awarded recognition by the Italian Energy 
Services Manager (GSE S.p.A.) and the Italian Ministry of 
Economy and Finance. The complex uses thermal-acoustic 
insulation, solar panel shading and renewable energy through 
pumps and heat recovery units. Rather than fossil fuels, 
geothermal probes and photovoltaic panels merge for the use 
of electricity, resulting in a reduction of emissions equal to 42 
tons of CO

2
 in the air per year. 

A recent agreement for the purchase of the remaining 
portion of the building will allow for expansion and complete 
renovations.

The Campagnola Complex
Three classrooms with 250 seats and a green area made 
available to the city: via Campagnola is an investment in the 
heart of Padua. Located between two Jewish cemeteries, 
restorations allow for access to garden areas and open spaces 
for the local community revitalized by the presence of Unipd 
students.

Piave Futura
Plans to redesign and renovate the former Piave military 
barracks as an additional university campus dedicated to 
young people and citizens of Padua focuses on creating an 
area explored on foot or by bicycle. The location housed 
several institutions over the centuries, at first the Church of 
Sant’Agostino with an attached Dominican Convent and later 
an Austro-Hungarian military settlement.
Architect David Chipperfield is the winner of the international 
competition launched by the University to renovate the 
existing building, the new project takes the historic 51,000 
square-metered building and creates a fluid area set in harmony 
with vast green spaces.
The project is a successful collaboration between public 
institutions: Italian Ministry of Defense, the Agency of 
State-Owned Property, the Municipality of Padua, and the 
University. Housing the campuses of Economic, Political 
Sciences and Sociology Schools of Social Sciences, Piave 
Futura will incorporate an area dedicated to Cultural Heritage 
laboratories.

Engineering hub at the Padua Convention Centre
The Padua Convention Centre opens a pavilion area, giving 
rise to a new engineering educational hub. The project 
brings together the Municipality of Padua and the Chamber 
of Commerce of Padua to create a space for open scientific 
dialogue training students for engineering professions in the 
production field. As a complement to the local community, 
the University envisions the Engineering Hub destined to 
encourage shared objectives and common planning goals. 

Strengthening the 
University’s role in the 
creation and dissemination 
of knowledge
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Fusinato Student Housing 
Funded by the Italian Ministry of University, the Fusinato 
Student Housing renovation project is about to start. It will 
become the residence for students of the Galilean School 
of Higher Education, a school of excellence that combines 
traditional University education with special activities, in a 
multidisciplinary enviroment.

A new culture for childcare 

The Milla Baldo Ceolin nursery 
In September 2021, the University of Padua opens a nursery 
for personnel, incorporating innovative educational projects 
with favourable economic support. This is a part of the 
University’s actions, evisaged in the Gender Equality Plan, to 
support parents and the balance between family and work. 
Located in Via Ogissanti and named after the Italian Particle 
Physicist and University of Padua Graduate Milla Baldo 
Ceolin, the nursery was made possible thanks to the support 
of the Cariparo Foundation and the SPES (Educational and 
Social Personal Services) of Padua. Hosting up to 50 children 
between 3 months to 3 years of age, the nursery offers 40 
reserved places for children of University personnel, as well 
as children of doctoral students, PhD students, Research 
Fellows, Trainees, and postgraduates - as a results of a 
convention between the University and SPES.

The second area of projects celebrating the University’s 
Anniversary includes relaunching historic research activities. 
Projects include the publication of numerous editorial pieces 
aimed at all age groups.
The ambitious project covers nine lines of historical research 
converging in a new series of books of high-quality circulation, 
published by a national editor. Moreover, two new series of 
books dedicated to young readers will be published. Promoted 
initiatives come directly from the University, from departments, 
and the University Centre for History.

Historical research projects and book series
The eight hundredth anniversary of the University of Padua is 
an opportunity to reconsider the history of the University and 
its role in creating and sharing knowledge while enhancing the 
foundation of its international reach. 
Taking up our history signifies tracing its role and image in the 
current sphere and its future. The goal is to create a historic 
embodiment, entrusted to the next century, underlining our 
past and our traces full of meaning under a scientific and 
ethical image for tomorrow. 
Based on solid archival research, the book series, The Freedom 
of Padua, A European history of the University of Padua 
(Patavina Libertas, Una storia europea dell’Università di Padova) is 
the result of sharing multidisciplinary historical and cultural 
research proposals, presented by University centres and 
departments since 2017. The book is forthcoming by Conzelli 
Editore, the book series cover four years of historical research 
aimed at a broad audience. 

Studying and sharing the 
University’s history

Opened  
September 18,  
2021 
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The main research lines come from five Departments and four 
Centers:
• The Department of Cultural Heritage
• The “Galileo Galilei” Department of Physics and Astronomy
• The Department of Linguistic and Literary Studies
• The Department of Historical and Geographic Sciences and 

the Ancient World
• The Department of Philosophy, Sociology, Education and 

Applied Psychology
• The University of Padua History Centre
• The University of Padua Resistance and Contemporary 

History Centre 
• The Inter-University Cultural History Centre
• The Inter-Departmental History of Medicine Centre 
The interdepartmental and collaborative efforts for each proposal 
gave rise to an organic and comprehensive historical project. 
Projects include participation from research experts led by scientific 
managers and the coordinators of other projects celebrating 800 
years of history. Our belief is that this proposal is an important step 
towards the knowledge of our heritage and its narration.
The first action to be implemented was the development of 
an in-depth database of University students and professors that 
encompasses the broad range of mobility enjoyed by the University 
community from the 13th Century to 1989.
Linked to the European Héloise Project, the University took 
advantage of the web-based Nodegoat platform, to create an 
interactive map of international mobility networks and redesigned 
them to highlight European scientific and disciplinary exchanges 
over the centuries.
The founding value of freedom for the University, anchored under 
a European-international context, combines eight centuries of 
research, study, exchange, knowledge, and teaching practices within 
a scientific, academic, cultural and political space. The second 
part of the series focuses on scientific macro-areas by tracing the 
origins, developments and important contributions, but even dark 
moments, in local national and international context. 
On February 23, 2018, the University Board of Directors 
approved the project and financed eight research grants for young 
researchers. In 2019, an additional project was added from the 
Inter-Departmental Centre for the History of Medicine.

• Liberty. Between religion, politics, and knowledge 
(Libertas. Tra religione, politica e saperi) by Andrea Caracausi, 
Paola Molino, and Dennj Solera

• Foreigners, a portrait of student life between the 13th 
and 18th Centuries (Stranieri. Itinerari di vita studentesca tra 
XIII e XVIII secolo) by Maria Cristina La Rocca and Giulia 
Zornetta

• Intellectuals and courtiers, Padua and European 
space between the 16th and 17th century (Intellettuali e 
uomini di corte. Padova e lo spazio europeo fra Cinque e Seicento) 
by Ester Pietrobon – in bookstores July 2021

• The University of women. Females in Academia and 
the female students from the 17th century until today 
(L’Università delle donne. Accademiche e studentesse dal Seicento a 
oggi) by Andrea Martini and Carlotta Sorba - in bookstores 
September 2021

• A test of contemporary times. Intellectuals and 
politics from the 19th century until today (Alla prova 
della contemporaneità. Intellettuali e politica dall’Ottocento a oggi) 
by Carlo Fumian - in bookstores February 2021

• Philosophy and letters. Origins, modernity, and the 
20th century (La filosofia e le lettere. Le origini, la modernità, il 
Novecento) by Vincenzo Milanesi - in bookstores May 2021

• Arts and architecture. The University in the city (Arti 
e architettura. L’Università nella città) by Jacopo Bonetto, Marta 
Nezzo, Giovanna Valenzano, and Stefano Zaggia

• Science and technology. From the scientific to the 
digital revolution (Scienza e tecnica. Dalla rivoluzione 
scientifica alla rivoluzione digitale) by Giulio Peruzzi and 
Valentina Roberti

• The Art of medicine. The paduan school and 
medicine in Europe and the world (L’arte medica. 
La scuola padovana e la medicina in Europa e nel mondo) by 
Giovanni Silvano

Published in co-edition with Donzelli Editore and Padova 
University Press. The first volume in the book series dedicated to 
contemporary age, was released in bookstores in February 2021.  
The expected conclusion date for the releas of all other volumes 
is mid-2022.
The agreement with Donzelli provides for circulation 
throughout Italy and major online retailers of 1,700 copies and 
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the collection of royalties on sold copies.
Each volume in the series is scheduled for release on the 
University open-access platform three years from publication.
The book series was presented in Rome on July 13, 2021, in 
the Sala Zuccari of Palazzo Giustiniani, in the presence of the 
President of the Italian Senate Maria Elisabetta Alberti Casellati 
and broadcast live on the Italian Senate channels, web TV, 
YouTube, and satellite channel.

Children’s book series 
The 800th anniversary celebrations offer an opportunity for the 
University to open its attention to a younger audience, already 
the target of specific initiatives among the Universa program.  
The result is the release of two series of eight volumes each, 
dedicated to inspiring stories and themes. 
At the end of 2017, the University conducted a market survey 
to identify two specialized publishers guaranteeing national 
distribution and production quality. The selected award winner 
publishers guarantee national diffusion and quality of products, 
while occupying a position of absolute importance in Italy for 
books dedicated to children and young people with general 
and scientific interests.
Dedicated to eight extraordinary historical figures from the 
University of Padua, a series of illustrated fiction “Free Stories” 
was created and published with Carthusia editions in 2018. 
Editorial Science published the “I libri dell’Orto” series in 
2019, dedicated to issues related to the botanical garden, the 
environment, and sustainability.
The University submitted scientific supervision and references 
for the “Free Stories” series to different professors, according 
to the discipline. Botanical expertise from the University 
Botanical Garden and Botanical Museum oversaw production 
and editorial revisions for “The Books of the Garden (I libri 
dell’Orto)”.
Publishing agreements provide for the circulation of 1,500 
copies and the payment of royalties on the copies sold, with 
different percentages from each of the two publishers. Both 
series were officially presented to the public on May 31, 2018.
The books launch events, held in Padua, had an audience of 
young people. 

Carthusia Publishing presented the series at the Bologna 
Children’s Book Fair and the Fairy Tale Festival in Legnago 
(the birthplace of Milla Baldo Ceolin). Editoriale Scienza 
presented at the Mantua Literature Festival, in Pordenonelegge, 
and at the Genoa Science Festival. Both publishers participated 
in the Turin Book Fair.
The pandemic did not hinder publication, the scheduled plan 
is to release two volumes per year from each series. However, 
book launch events moved online, with good feedback from 
the public.
Books from each series are available at Unipd Stores, distributed 
nationwide and online stores. Several hundred Italian libraries, 
most of them for young people, carry books from each series.

Published titles from the 
“Free Stories” book series
• Us, Galileo and the moon (Noi, Galileo e la luna), 

by Sabina Colloredo, illustrated by Sonia Maria Luce 
Possentini - dedicated to the life of Galileo Galileo

• Milla, by Antonio Ferrara, illustrated by Angelo Ruta - 
dedicated to the life of Massimilla Baldo Ceolin

• The mystery of the anatomist (il mistero dell’anatomista), 
by Luisa Mattia, illustrated by Marco Brancato - dedicated 
to the life of Andrea Vesalio

• The secret of the future (Il segreto del futuro), by Paola 
Zannoner, illustrated by Paolo d’Altan - dedicated to the 
life of Enrico Bernardi

• The collector of monsters (Il collezionista di mostri), by 
Lodovica Cima, illustrated by di Paolo Rui - dedicated to 
the life of Antonio Vallisneri

• A dream at the speed of light (Un sogno alla velocità 
della luce), by Emanuela Nava, illustrated by Marta Pantaleo 
- dedicated to the life of Tullio Levi Civita

Published titles from “The Books of the Garden 
(I libri dell’Orto)” series 
• Discovering the plant world with your hands (Con le 

mani nella terra. Alla scoperta del mondo vegetale), written and 
illustrated by Emanuela Bussolati
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• Plants on the go (Piante in viaggio), by Telmo Pievani and 
Andrea Vico, illustrated by Nicolò Mingolini.

• Friendship in the gardern cultivated in harmony 
with the environment (Amicizie nell’orto. Per coltivare in 
armonia con l’ambiente), by Mariapia De Conto, illustrated 
by Silvia Mauri

• Plants speak for themselves, voices from a green 
world (Voci dal mondo verde. Le piante si raccontano), by 
Stefano Bordiglioni, illustrated by Irene Penazzi

• My herbarium, between leaves and papers (Tra foglie 
e fogli. Il mio erbario), by Rossella Marcucci and Maria 
Cristina Villani, illustrated by Valentina Gottardi

The “Elena Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia - 
University of Padua - Study Award”
The Study Award, inspired by the 1678 University of Padua 
graduate, Elena Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia - the first woman 
in the world awarded with a Doctorate in Philosophy - was 
established by the University and the Alumni Association in 
collaboration with the Association of Friends of the University 
of Padua and supported by Solgar Italia Multinutrient SpA. The 
5.000 euro Study Award encourages research that rediscovers, 
enhances, and testifies the role of women in the University and 
in the diffusion of knowledge and science. 
Part of the 800-year celebration, the award is part of a broader 
project aimed at highlighting and promoting women who 
contribute to all scientific disciplinary field and the University’s 
dedication to support women in science. A special recognition 
is awarded to researches about nutraceuticals products.
In 2021, the study Award celebrates its fourth edition from the 
first one held on June 25, 2019.

Five “Oselle” for eight hundred years of history: the 
2018-2022 special series “Oselle d’artista”
The Osella is the traditional annual commemorative gift representing 
the University of Padua, first introduced by Rector Mario 
Bonsembiante in 1990. 
A special series of collectable glass Oselle, commissioned for the 
celebration, is dedicated to five key themes of cultural identity of the 
University of Padua:
• birth of the Scientific Method  

(with Galileo, 17th century)
• start of Padua’s Medical School and Modern Medicine  

(16th century)
• first Woman to earn a PhD  

(Elena Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia - 1678)
• freedom and struggle against Authoritarianism (1848 Revolt, Anti-

Fascist and Resistance, Gold Medal for Military Valour)
• 1222 Foundation / Celebrating 800 years - 2022

Entrusted to the creativity of a contemporary artist who traces the 
moments that indelibly mark the path of the University of Padua, these 
Murano glass objects bring forth an active memory under a current 
reinterpretation of the University’s founding values through the 
essential sign of art.
The Oselle of 2018 and 2019 are the work of Laura De Santillana, 
an internationally renowned artist and designer. The Oselle for 2020, 
2021 and 2022 are the work of designer Alice de Santillana, Laura’s 
granddaughter and descendant of Paolo Venini.
Celebratory Oselle are made possible thanks to the support of the 
Friends of the University of Padua, which from 2020 will carry all 
production costs. Every year a different local company offers the fabric 
with which to wrap and package the precious collectable gift.

Other collectibles
To commemorate the important anniversary and the values of the 
University, a request to issue commemorative stamps and coins was 
sent to the Italian State Mint and the Italian Ministry of Economy and 
Finance.
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The third area of projects celebrating the University’s 
anniversary includes events and communication activities 
framed within a varied scope of overall projects.
As the first line of intention was to enhance different areas of 
the University’s rich heritage, the second field is to create a 
schedule of events and initiatives, the third was the historical 
research proposal, which welcomed ideas from Centers and 
Departments, together with the entire academic community. 
For this reason, two public calls for ideas were announced in 
2018 and 2019.

The 2018 Call for Ideas 
The call “800 Ideas for the University of Padua” was the first 
symbolic and inclusive approach to the 2022 celebrations. The 
competition of ideas invited those wishing to be part of history 
and share values along with principles of inclusion, mutual 
respect, freedom of speech, freedom of study and research.
Launched on March 14, 2018, the open call began with an 
event in the Aula Magna of Palazzo Bo. Guests included radio 
host and University of Padua alumnus Massimo Cirri, along 
with Teresa Mannino who led the audience in a creative 
rewriting of the history of the University. The event was 
broadcast live from all University’s social channels.
The call produced 115 high quality and unique proposals 
from students, professors, administrative staff, alumni, schools, 
associations, and private citizens, including those from outside 
Padua. An evaluation commission awarded three prizes and 
four special mentions, lead by advertising agent Annamaria 
Testa.
The Friends of the University of Padua offered cash prizes to 
the three winners.

Participation 
and involvement 
of academic  
and local communities 

University of Padua alumna Lucia Ruggeri proposed the 
winning idea for the call: the study prize, the “Eight 100: 
Ambassadresses 2022” project. The project includes a two-year 
exemption from university fees for eight female graduates 
scoring the mark 100/100 who enrolled for the first time at 
the University of Padua during the academic year 2020/21. 
Students selected from the 227 qualifying applications take 
part in a specific training program to participate in events and 
activities planned for the 800th Anniversary in 2022 and they 
will be involved in a specific training program. Students are 
granted the title of “2022 Student Ambassadresses”.
University of Padua student, Oscar Cipolato proposed the 
second place winning idea implemented by the Alumni 
Association “Alumni around the World” a virtual journey 
discovering the stories of alumni from around the world.

Call for action 2019 – Centres and Departments 
In 2019, the second open call tailored to the academic 
community requested projects offering a voice and face to the 
different characters defining the University of Padua.
Upon invitation by the Rector, each University Centre and 
Department identified a contact person as an intermediary and 
collector of proposals from their community.
Chaired by the Rector, a special commission compared 
project ideas and plans later co-financed and approved by the 
University Board of Directors on July 21, 2020. 
Presented proposals by centres and departments are a reflection 
of the broad lines of ideas for the celebrations, with initiatives 
foreseen as permanent legacies that highlight the heritage and 
history of the University through a series of events. Some 
proposals include national and international significance.
• Padua Chart for children’s health - The Department 

of Women’s and Children’s Health and Department 
of Cultural Heritage Project: International Charter 
for Children’s Health includes guidelines for doctors, 
schools and parents, published in prestigious international 
scientific journals and presented to the public in 2022. The 
presentation will be accompanied by the screening and 
discussions of some films and documentaries on childhood.

• The human body theatre. Body donation and 
autopsy as source of scientific discoveries. A project 
proposed by the Departments of Neuroscience and 
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Cardiac, Thoracic, Vascular Sciences and Public Health. 
The project proposes events and initiatives sharing the 
research and history of anatomy and pathological research 
conducted at the University of Padua. The project 
highlights the construction of the hundred-year-old 
anatomical institutes (1922) and the life of Andreas Vesalius 
set to raise awareness for donating one’s body to science, in 
view of the establishment of the first BioBank of brain in 
Italy (Banca Cerebri).

• Science and Technology. Scientific Instruments, 
history and stories of the University of Padua - A 
collaborative project proposal between the Galileo Galilei 
Department of Physics and Astronomy, the Department of 
Geosciences, the Department of Civil, Environmental and 
Architectural Engineering, the Department of Information 
Engineering, the Department of Industrial Engineering, 
Levi-Civita Department of Mathematics, the Department 
of Developmental Psychology and Socialisation, the 
Department of General Psychology, Department of 
Biomedical Sciences, Department of Chemical Sciences, 
Department of Medicine, the Department of Statistical 
Sciences, and the University Centre for Museums. The 
project provides for permanent and unitary exhibitions 
the seats of those departments of scientific instruments 
connected to the different disciplines, along with 
the previous project “Scattered Collections”, which 
inventoried assets and artefacts donated to the University. 

• Gaudeamus Igitur! Celebrating the Goliards of 
Padua - Proposed by the Department of Historical and 
Geographic Sciences and the Ancient World. The project 
catalogues Goliards of Padua materials to create audio-
visual productions. The project sees the collaboration of 
the Foundation for the Protecting, Enhancing, and Sharing 
of Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Goliards of 
Padua, in parallel with the construction of the Museum of 
Goliards under construction in the spaces of Palazzo Bo.

• The University of Padua and space. From robotic 
and human exploration to science diplomacy - A 
collaborative project between the Department of Political 
Science, Law and International Studies, the Giuseppe 
Colombo Centre for Space Geodesy, the Galileo Galilei 
Department of Physics and Astronomy, and INAF, the 
Astronomical Observatory of Padua.  

The project includes round tables, a play on the life of 
Bepi Colombo, Italian and English publications on the 
University’s role in space exploration, and a permanent 
museum exhibition of Padua’s space activities and 
collections.

• The University.The City.The World – A two-part 
project, resulting from the collaboration between several 
departments: the Department of Historical and Geographic 
Sciences and the Ancient World, the Department of 
Cultural Heritage, the Department of Civil, Environmental 
and Architectural Engineering, the Department of Political 
Science, Law, and International Studies, the Department 
of Philosophy, Sociology, Education and Applied 
Psychology, the Marco Fanno Department of Economics 
and Management, and the Department of Industrial 
Engineering. Led by DISSGEA, the first part called Mobile 
UniverCity highlights the University’s movements paved 
by its historical urban fabric in relation to Veneto region, 
Europe and the world. Led by SPGI, the second part 
called UniCity Lab, brings the citizens of Padua closer 
to the University Community by working with local 
neighbourhoods as to facilitate involving practices of 
citizens and sharing ideas.

• The words Charter of the University of Padua – The 
Elena Cornaro University Center for knowledge, culture 
and gender politics, prepared a project that includes an 
elaborate document that states the clear values on which 
the University stands for and from which it generates 
its actions. Developed during the 800-year anniversary 
celebrations, the project proposes to adopt some “words of 
today” that reflect in actions the values to be promoted in 
the daily actions of the university. The document will be 
shared among the Coimbra Group and presented to the 
local community in 2022 

• Wiki 800UniPD, 800 Years of the University of 
Padua on Wikimedia - Department of Historical, 
Geographic and Antiquity Sciences project is the creation 
of series of Edit-a-thon events carried out in collaboration 
between experts sent by Wikimedia Italy and professors of 
the Department. 
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• Kinetic art and the psychology of perception. Art, 
theory, and research at the University of Padua – A 
joint project from the Department of Cultural Heritage, 
the Department of Philosophy, Sociology, Education and 
Applied Psychology, the Department of Developmental 
Psychology and Socialisation, and the Department of General 
Psychology. The temporary exhibition highlights a peculiar 
artistic and cultural moment in the city of Padua: the 
formation of the artists called “N-Group” whose research is 
connected to psychology of perception, a lasting legacy with 
the University. 

• Keepers of Knowledge. Literary collections and the 
University in Padua between the 13th and 15th century 
- The project of the Department of Historical, Geographic 
and Antiquity Sciences offers a bibliographic exhibition of 
academic literature produced in Padua from the thirteenth 
century to the advent of the printing press. Set in a European 
context, the exhibition is a testimony to the value Padua had 
in the production of academic literature in the Middle Ages.

• Eight stories for eight centuries – The project 
of the Department of Cultural Heritage consists in 
multidisciplinary events (seminars, conferences, readings, 
musical events), regularly scheduled throughout 2022 aimed 
at illustrating the connections between academic and city life. 
Each event enhances the cultural heritage of the University 
by redirecting the flow of visitation to little known or 
underappreciated locations.

• 800 Years of rights and freedoms - A two part project by 
the Department of Private Law and Critique of Law, and the 
Department of Public, International and Community Law. 
The project includes a series of conversations on the rule of 
law along with the rights and duties of its citizens. Dedicated 
to students enrolled in upper secondary schools in Padua and 
surrounding community. Moreover, there will be a cycle of 
three public events addressed to citizens facing crucial issues 
of individual freedoms in the current globalized context, 
with the participation of an array of Italian personalities.

• Across the sea to the south. The University of Padua, 
from colonization to global development actions. 
The Department of Public, International and Community 
Law project includes a series of events dedicated to school 
and citizens, reconstructing relationships, actions and 
individuals that represent the scientific and cultural link 

between University and the countries of the South. The 
project includes collaborations with DISSGEA Geographic 
Section and the Center for the History of the University.

• New knowledge for new generations – Project of 
the Elena Cornaro University Center that promotes a 
path through gender understanding divided into a series 
of three conversations that include the participation of 
important international thinkers. A final international 
closing event will involve also the “Equality and Diversity” 
working group of the Coimbra Group of Universities.

• Opera Libera - The University of Padua Student Art 
Center project offers a series of concerts with site-specific 
installations performed in different University areas. 
Concerts include classical and contemporary musical 
experiences specifically designed in relation to the location 
of the performances, enhanced by the artistic expression 
connected to freedom of research.

• The Form of Memories. 800 Years of the University 
of Padua - A Department of Linguistic and Literary 
Studies project that documents 800 years of the University 
of Padua on film. The film commemorates important 
characters who have left an impact upon the scientific 
and humanistic heritage of the University, various sites, 
developments through research, invention, and discovery 
over the centuries, as well as urbanistic and historic 
developments in University sites.

• 800VR. A collective experience of 800 exciting 
years - A collaborative project between the Human 
Inspired Technology Research Centre and the Department 
of General Psychology, the Department of Information 
Engineering, the Department of Mathematics, the 
Department of Civil, Environmental and Architectural 
Engineering, the Department of Developmental 
Psychology and Socialisation, the Department of Cultural 
Heritage, and the Department of Historical, Geographical 
and Antiquity Sciences Sciences. The project offers a 
Virtual Reality Academy Theater (800 VR AT), and the 
production of a short film. 

The Department of Agronomy, Food, Natural Resources, 
Animals and Environment sent the proposal to make a series 
of celebratory wines in collaboration with the local institutions 
with which the University maintains historical ties. The 
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collaboration began with the production of a Rosé Prosecco 
“Lune” by the Azienda Agraria dell’Ateneo (2020) to which 
will follow a production of a DOCG Prosecco from the 
Valdobbiadene Consortium, an Incrocio Manzoni made by the 
Cerletti School of Conegliano and an IGT red wine produced 
exclusively by the Abbey of Praglia will also be available.

Culture of participation

The Museum of Goliards 
The Comitato Otto Febbraio Foundation promotes the creation 
of a permanent museum dedicated to the Goliards. Palazzo 
Bo will house the University’s Museum of Goliards aimed 
at enhancing Goliard heritage and students traditions from 
Padua and Italy. The Museum of Goliards will be made possible 
thanks to the support of the Cariparo Foundation.

The Wikimedia collaboration
The Wikimedia collaboration intertwines an agreement 
between the University and Wikimedia Italia (approved by 
the Board of Directors in February 2020). The collaboration 
aims at expanding information related to the University of 
Padua on the Wikipedia platform. The goal is to create greater 
access to information that promotes specific University 
projects (libraries, archives, museums) and educational activities 
with Wikipedia and other tools (or projects). Since 2021, 
the University of Padua is the first Italian university to host 
Wikipedian Volunteers in residence. 

Getting organizations and institutions involved 
Beyond the adoption of the Call for Ideas and Call for Actions, 
the 800th anniversary celebrations aim to create greater 
involvement with the local community by collaborating with 
its organizations and institutions. The goal is to reconfirm 
the value of the relationships enjoyed between Padua and its 
University throughout the centuries.
Actions aimed at creating a greater bond with the local 
community began in 2018 with the collaborative Action Plan 
designed to open up a dialogue with local trade associations. 
Several meetings were organized in spring 2021 with 
representatives of the main institutions to present concepts 
that underlie the celebrations, in order to activate mutual 
collaborations, relationships, projects, programs. Among the first 
results, it was created an extesive program of events presented 
by the Diocese of Padua. 
Approved by the Board of Directors in February 2018, a 
memorandum of understanding was signed between the 
University and the Municipality of Abano Terme that includes 
mutual promotional actions and activities related to schools 
and the Botanical Garden in 2018 - 2022. Activities include 
lectures and performances in schools, students internships and 
the exhibition of University promotional material in hotels and 
tourist sites in the Abano Terme community. Several activities 
were put on hold due to the pandemic but are rescheduled in 
autumn 2021.



Consolidating 
the University’s image  
in the national and 
international field

Themes and lines of action 
The University’s motto, Universa Universis Patavina Libertas 
acts as the theme of activities and proposals for the 800 
Anniversary. Freedom has been the founding core of the 
University’s identity since 1222, by encouraging discussion 
beyond borders combining the concept of freedom in the 
fields of science, art, and culture.
The Padua Freedom Lecture Series was, the first to be 
launched during the pandemic with the online meeting 
with Jean-Luc Nancy on May 21, 2020 (Liberating 
Freedom). The lecture series consists of meetings on the 
idea of freedom with special guests from the national and 
international cultural scene. The meetings continued online 
with the Nobel Peace Prize winner Tawakkol Karman 
(Freedom is Peace is Freedom, 4 June 2021) and then an in-
person event with Rula Jebreal (The Arc of Equality. How 
women are finally building an inclusive future, June 16, 
2021) streamed live.
Several lines of Action communicate the University’s 
identity. Communication is a tool moving voices in broad 
directions through space and time, from near and far, from 
the past to the present and into the future.
The ambitious project of the 800th anniversary celebrations 
emphasizes the contribution of the University under various 
scopes. Involvement and participation between the people 
of the University and the local community, to spread 
ideas as far away as possible through internationa networks 
all around the world. Voices from the past transmit the 
knowledge collected in eight centuries of study, with the 
will to value its memory, heritage and the most important 
places that have witnessed ideas. Moving towards a future 
that sees the University of Padua engaged in research and 

Cultural Partnerships
Celebrations for the 800th Anniversary 
is an opportunity to establish and 
consolidate links with scientific, cultural, 
and social institutions.  The shared 
objectives and values offer a high-level 
impact on each represented sector.
The development of a joint system of 
actions, interventions, and activities 
for regional, national and international 
audience, allows us to rekindle 
relationships and further extend 
collaborations.
Examples include the involvement 
and collaborations with La Biennale 
di Venezia (Art, Architecture, Cinema, 
Dance, Music, and Theatre), Teatro 
Stabile del Veneto, Opera Estate, 
Artesella, The Benetton Foundation, 
The Turin Book Fair, TED and 
TEDx talks and television operator 
RAI.  Social collaborations include 
The Centre for Volunteering, Doctors 
with Africa CUAMM, Community of 
Sant’Egidio. Instituitional collaborations 
include: the Municipality of Padua, 
Veneto Region, MUR, The Italian 
Ministry of Culture (MiBACT), 
The Italian Ministry of Agricultural, 
Food and Forestry Policies, Ministry 
of Health, CRUI, and International 
Italian Cultural Institutions. Scientific 
collaborations with INFN, INAF, 
CNR, other Italian universities, 
ARQUS, national and international 
scientific societies, Coimbra group, 
AIRC, Telethon Foundation, Veronesi 
Foundation.
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scientific dissemination. Centred by new challenges for the 
well-being, promoting sustainability, innovation and respect of 
the environment.
The breadth of the topics addressed to give a voice to history 
and to the future identity of the University allows to involve 
very varied targeted audience: professors, personnel, students, 
young and adult citizens, children and families, local, national 
and international networks, other universities and Alumni all 
over the world. 
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The Message
The testing ground of the new payoff associated to the identity 
of the University began in 2021 with the educational advertising 
campaign. The campaign addressed future students and became 
the University identifying signature, accompanied by various 
communication actions throughout the 800th anniversary 
celebrations. The use of an identifying signature answered the 
criterion of a concise, simple, memorable, distinctive voice in line 
with the objectives indicated in the introduction. 
“Free Your Future (Libera il tuo futuro)” - the coined expression 
- refers to the origins summarized by the University’s motto 
“Universa Universis Patavina Libertas” and to the opening of broad 
horizons guaranteed by daily and secular exercise of freedom of 
thought and expression in teaching and research activities of the 
University.
By bringing an invitation to action addressed to the interlocutor, 
the message itself represents the synthesis of the positioning of the 
University of Padua (free and looking towards the future) which 
transforms the recipient into the protagonist. The message calls us 
to transfer and communicate the positive values associated to the 
University’s identity, in its personal and professional acting.
The evocative power of the payoff has the potential to accompany 
the communicative actions of the University of Padua beyond the 
narrow limits of the celebrations, making the most of the visibility 
guaranteed by the numerous opportunities throughout 2022, to 
consolidate, express and amplify the identity over time.

Activities and Formats 
It is evident that the complexity of the communication towards 
different recipients and locations imposes planned activities 
suitable for different targets, choosing every time the suitable 
mode. 

Inaugurations and institutional events
Target audience: Press / Academic community / 
Institutions

University ceremonies are an opportunity to share with the 
academic community and the city the path traced from the past 
towards the future. The transition between the sitting Rector and 
the new is scheduled for September 30 and October 1, 2021, to 
the presence of the Rectors of the oldest Universities in Europe. 
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There will be several other events: inaugurations of restored works, 
such as the canvases in the Sala dei Quaranta, as well as ceremonies 
for new museums with new places for the participation and sharing 
of knowledge such as the Museum of Nature and Man, or the 
redeveloped spaces such as the Beato Pellegrino Complex and the 
Piave Futura 

International Meetings
Target audience: the international University community 
/ contacts of Italian cultural institutions abroad/ Botanical 
garden, Palazzo Bo and University museum visitors.

Tools used to reach international audience begin with 
communication channels already open, such as international 
scientific conferences, many of which will take place in Padua in 
2022. The International Academic Community will be involved 
significantly in the meetings of the Coimbra Group in June and of 
the Arqus Alliance in April.
Added to this are various initiatives at Italian cultural institutes 
abroad, which will host meetings on the history and identity of the 
University and in some selected festivals abroad.
The numerous international tourists who visit Palazzo Bo, the 
Botanical Garden, and University Museums participating in guided 
tours will be offered a dedicated path of knowledge of its history 
in 2022. A special initiative will start from the Tallinn Botanical 
Garden with a symbolic installation that introduces all visitors to the 
Botanical Garden of Padua.
The goal is to start an ideal journey from Tallinn through 
the European gardens that over the centuries have cultivated 
relationships of mutual exchange with that of Padua. 
A cycling relay will travel across Europe between April and May 
2022, passing through four countries (England, France, Spain 
and Italy), and six of the oldest Universities in Europe: Oxford, 
Cambridge, Sorbonne, Salamanca, Bologna and Padua. The relay is 
memory of the medieval scholares vagantes who crossed borders, an 
unprecedented revival of modern international student mobility and 
a message of well-being, sport, and sustainability.
From June 7-10, 2021, an online Joint International Staff Training 
Week, co-organized with the University of St Andrews, was held on 
the theme “Celebrating University Anniversaries”. With 25 places 
available, 194 applications were received from 125 universities in 46 
countries.

Conferences
Target audience: academic community / local 
community

In 2022, the University proposes traditional modes of 
sharing content and promoting cultural debate with a 
series of conferences, bringing scholars and witnesses from 
the academic, local, and online world to UniPD. Thus, to 
disseminate historical and artistic knowledge and deepening 
the theme of Libertas. Particular attention will be given to 
the presence of Nobel Laureates, organizing important Nobel 
Lectures, thanks also to the presence of prominent guests at 
international scientific conferences.
Various departments proposed the series of conferences 
entitled “Across the Sea to the South”, “800 Years of Rights 
and Freedoms” and “Eight Stories for Eight Centuries”. The 
conferences are combined with guided tours, readings, and 
performances retracing the history of the University. Other 
projects include events designed to give back to public the 
work carried out, including the Padua Charter for children’s 
health project, the University of Padua space project, or 
University- city-world project.
The Veneto Region will host additional conferences focusing 
on areas where the University is a leading player in the field of 
research and teaching.

Guided tours / Thematic itineraries
Target audience:  local community / academic 
community

A guided tour is the best way to experience the rich cultural 
heritage offered by the University as it is already the case of 
most sites.
Aimed at increasing public participation, several special 
events and additional openings are available in 2022. Specific 
itineraries aimed to offer visitors to experience and interact 
with lesser-known places in the city will be developed. 
Emphasis will be given to the opening of the new Museum 
of Nature and Man set at the end of 2022. Through this the 
public will also be able to undestand peculiar aspects of places 
and protagonists of the cultural and scientific history of the 
University,
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Public readings and live performances
Target audience: local community / students

Beyond ceremonies and conferences, other events aim to 
entertain the community with public readings and live 
performances that involve spectators through emotions and 
communicate through other languages, more suitable for a 
broad audience. An unprecedented concert at Padua’s Verdi 
Theatre will open the celebrations, as wells as the Opera Libera 
musical series, and a performance based on the life of Bepi 
Colombo. Readings and performances are accompanied by 
activities encouraging public participation, such as the “Eight 
Stories for Eight Centuries” project.
Special guest performances aimed at enriching the University’s 
cultural and socially active image include events such as “Voices 
of Freedom” ensuring visibility and media interest relevant to 
the identity of the celebrations.

Installations and artistic performances
Target audience: local community / students / tourists 
/ passer-by

Installations and artistic performances focus on expressing 
the identity theme of the University going along with 
communication objecives. They allow to expand to a 
totally different public: media and those passionate about 
contemporary art are destined to find events hosted by national 
and international characters that pique their interest. While 
visitors merely passing through Padua have the chance to learn 
about the University’s values through site-specific installations.
The effectiveness of the University installations was evident in 
Christmas time, before the pandemic. The public was welcomed 
to visit the Ancient Courtyard of Palazzo Bo and thanks to the 
intriguing installations, they could be for a moment diverted 
from shopping and go back home defenitely surprised.
Many established artists are involved in designing the Christmas 
installations for the 2021 and 2022 seasons. One or more 
installations will be present within the city and in Palazzo 
Bo, with the possibility that some may remain beyond the 
celebrations. 

Activities and workshops for families and schools
Target audience:  primary schools / middle schools / 
secondary schools / families

In addition to the popular annual KIDS University, the 
Botanical Garden and University museums have proposed 
several events catered to a younger audience, schools, and 
families for 2022. Different areas of the city will offer family-
friendly workshops. In May, the “Free Stories” series will 
promote the collaboration of specialisation courses on Reading 
and literature for children and adolescents (0-18 years) along 
with the support of the Municipality of Padua.
The “Tell me a Story” project was launched for the 2021-
2022 school year in collaboration with the Provincial School 
Office, the project is intended for those enrolled in compulsory 
education. The project includes classroom readings from the 
University “Free Stories” book series. Books are selected by 
educators and will be followed by the development of in-
depth studies and activities based on the book’s theme. Over 80 
classes from Padua and its province have expressed an interest 
in participating.

Festivals: Universa 800, Risvegli, KIDS University 
and Venetonight
Target Audience: students / families / schools / 
academic community 

The events organised among the Universa program - including 
Risvegli , KIDS University and Venetonight - will continue also 
during the celebrations. They will be even more oriented to 
convey the history, identity and fundamental values of the 
University.

Exhibitions
Target audience: local community / tourists / 
academic community

All the celebrations are accompanied by temporary exhibitions 
located within the University spaces, along with the “Kinetic 
art and the psychology of perception” scheduled at Palazzo 
Monte di Pietà for autumn 2022.
Exhibitions will also take place at the Botanical gardens, 
Palazzo Liviano, Beato Pellegrino complex, Villa Bolasco, and 
Palazzo Cavalli (Museum of Nature and Man). 
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Communication tools

The University offers various tools of communication 
to disseminate its message and share relative information 
including, online and offline advertising campaigns, local 
events, and artistic performances. Using various modes of 
communication is an opportunity to encourage participation 
from the academic and local community but also to reach 
diverse public according to their interest and origin. The 
“800th Anniversary Communication Plan” offers a complete 
presentation of the activities planned for various media and 
their estimated expenses.

A sign to convey 800 years of history
The sign, created under the artistic direction of the advertising 
agent Annamaria Testa, aims to:
• clearly communicate the anniversary, the year 1222 as its 

foundation / 2022 as the anniversary / 800 as the number 
of years since its foundation

• identify celebratory initiatives, events, and actions 
• connecting each individual initiative with one another, 

along with a complete list of Univerisity initiatives
• customising materials and gadgets produced for the 

anniversary
The existing logo was integrated with the new sign by 
combining each element under a single narrative of “800” as 
the focus of its communicative message. The precise graphic 
structure allows for the creative management and the mutual 
proportions of the three elements composing the sign offer a 
contemporary image with great impact.
The logo was registered as a European trademark. 

Dedicated website 
At the start of the approaching to the 800th anniversary 
in May 2019, a dedicated website was published 
www.ottocentenariouniversitadipadova.it. The website is an illustration 
of the history of the University throughout the centuries narrated by its 
main characters, places, and events that have characterized it.
In autumn 2021, almost three years after publication, the website will 
undergo a complete restyling with implemented features that allow the 
site to be the main source of information related to the celebrations. 
Ample space is available for events, initiatives, and actions aimed at the 
local and academic community.

Communicative actions in the city
During the celebrations, those arriving in the city must have a clear 
understanding that the University is 800 years old. This goal will be 
achieved through the setting up in the city of “800” elements, such 
as billboards, banners and urban display panels, strategically located at 
points of interest in the city and university campuses.

Communicative advertising actions
Aimed at affirming and disseminating the values of freedom and the 
identity of the University, the advertising campaign will be launched 
both online and offline, developed for social media platforms, 
GoogleAds, printed outlets (newspapers and magazines) and advertorials. 
Campaigns include radio announcements and promotional videos. Each 
form of the communicative advertising action plan is aimed at selected 
national and international channels, to increase the awareness of the 
University.
To promote the main events of the cultural program, specific 
communication actions must be implemented and coordinated with the 
brand campaign. A brochure will be created with the main initiatives of 
the eight hundredth anniversary and will be sent to Italy’s main national 
newspapers la Repubblica and Corriere della Sera.
Finally, complementary to the communicative advertising actions in the 
city, the use of dynamic advertising spaces in the city and the regional 
territory (bus circuit, flower boxes, tram stop, etc.) is expected to 
increase awareness and participation from residents and visitors.
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The 800-year 
celebratory program 

 
Institutional openings and closings and museum/heritage inaugurations 
13 dates

Scientific Conferences and engagement open to the public 
70 dates

Open days, extended hours at historical and cultural heritage sites, art and 
science night events  
50 days

Thematic guided tours, educational workshops 
50 dates

Art and video installations 
4 dates

Venetonight 800, Risvegli 800, KIDS 800, Sustainability festival  
4 events

Artistic performances, Conference activities, Concerts  
10 dates

Events involving the international community 
10 dates

Exhibiting events 
13 dates

224 programmed events

Merchandising 
For the celebration of the University’s 800th 

anniversary, the UNIPD store will create a line 
of customized items branded with the 800 
logo.
Among the celebratory products, the 1222 
mug, the 800 notebooks, the 800 tote bag and 
the new 800 clothing line.
The latter includes different models of t-shirts 
and sweatshirts for all ages.
In addition, the new 800 years tie will be 
produced and co-branded with the prestigious 
Marinella brand offered in burgundy and blue 
colours.
Pens, bags and other objects will gradually 
enrich the 800 collection throughout the 
celebrations.
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